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Clyde N. Baker, Jr., PE received his BS and MS degrees in Civil 
Engineering from Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
a B.S. degree in Physics from William and Mary College in 
Williamsburg, VA. He joined the staff of Soil Testing Services 
in the fall of 1954, now AECOM. Over the past 55 years he 
has served as geotechnical engineer on the major portion of 
high rise construction built in Chicago including the four tallest 
(Sears, Trump, Hancock, and Amoco), and the three others 
currently taller, the Petronas Towers in Kuala Lumpur, 101  
Financial Center in Taipei, and the Burj Dubai. He presented 
this 45th Terzaghi lecture of the ASCE in March, 2009. 
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